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PROPOSED 2025-26 RULES 

Proposed Updates to 2024-25 Rules 

The exisƟng rules are in need of a bit of an overhaul to clarify terminology and to bring them up to 
date. The following updates are proposed by Jan Bridge and Lyn Brown. 

  

See AƩached Marked-Up Document 

Proposed minor amendments are shown in red.  If there are objecƟons to any of these please raise 
them as the rule changes are being considered during the meeƟng. 

Some proposed rule changes (rules 3 & 4, 5.5, 6.2, 7.3, 8.4 & 9) require more detailed consideraƟon 
and agreement.  These are highlighted in green in the aƩached document and specific info is 
included below. 

There were no objecƟons to the proposed minor amendments shown on the marked-up doc. 

 

Rules 3 & 4 

The ExecuƟve CommiƩee is supposed to be the league officials.  General decisions are voted on at 
meeƟngs by a group comprising the League Officials and one member of each team. 
However, this has got lost in various past updates of the rules.   

Proposal: Rules 3 & 4 to be rewriƩen to clarify the above calling the wider group the ‘General 
CommiƩee’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any objecƟons?  No objecƟons 

2024-25 Rules 3 & 4
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Rule 5.5 

The current rule for the men’s and ladies league includes 2 promoƟons and 2 relegaƟons which 
seems a bit excessive if the divisions have only a few teams. 

Proposal:  a sentence to be added to rule 5.5 as follows: 

….unless there are 6 or fewer teams in the divisions in which case the only 1 team will be 
promoted/relegated instead of 2.   

Amended to: … unless there are 6 or fewer teams in the divisions in which case the decision as to 
whether only 1 team will be promoted/relegated instead of 2 will be made at the fixture meeƟng. 

 

Rule 6.2 

Current Rule:  These lists may be amended at any Ɵme up to 1st March of that season. 

Proposal: Change date to 31 January 

Vote:  8 for - 6 against   Proposal Passed 

 

Rule 7.3 

Proposal: to clarify this rule add: 

No players can play in more than one match, within the Chester & District League or any other 
league, on the same night. 

Any objecƟons?  No objecƟons 

 

 

Rule 8.4 

If only the home team captain submits a score sheet the Match Secretary does not get the visiƟng 
team’s informaƟon about Reserves. 

Proposal: change Rule 8.4 back to: 

Both the home and the visiƟng team captains shall forward a copy of the completed score sheet to 
the Match Secretary. 

Any objecƟons?  No objecƟons 
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Rule 9 

Proposal:  Rule 9 to be rewriƩen to simplify the language.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any objecƟons?  No ObjecƟons 

 

  

2024-25 Rule 9 

 

2025-26 Proposed Rule 9 
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Proposed AddiƟonal New Rules 

The following 3 rules have been proposed by League Match Secretary, Lyn Brown. 
 

SECTION 6  TEAM REGISTRATION  

CURRENT RULE: 

6.6 No members of a higher team may play for a lower team unless registered seven days before 
the match. A player remains registered in his/her present posiƟon unƟl the new registraƟon 
date takes effect which is seven days. A Club must at all Ɵmes have the correct number of 
bone fide players registered in all teams. A player is no longer considered a bona fide team 
member if he/she misses four consecuƟve matches without the permission of the Match 
Secretary. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT (new text in red): 

6.6 No members of a higher team may play for a lower team unless registered seven days before 
the match. A player remains registered in his/her present posiƟon unƟl the new registraƟon 
date takes effect which is seven days.  A Club must at all Ɵmes have the correct number of 
bone fide players registered in all teams. A player is no longer considered a bona fide team 
member if he/she misses four consecuƟve matches without the permission of the Match 
Secretary.   Players are limited to playing up consecuƟvely a maximum of four Ɵmes for a 
higher team during a season. 

Agreed to change to:   

Players are limited to the number of Ɵmes they can play up for a higher team during a 
season.  The number of Ɵmes will be decided at the fixture meeƟng. 

 
REASON: 

To create a limit to the amount of Ɵmes one player can play up so that they are not regularly playing 
up as well as for their own nominated team. 

* * * 
 

NEW 6.7 For clubs with more than one mixed, mens and/or ladies team, reserves eligible for 
  higher ranked teams only, due to their strength, should be idenƟfied as such on the 
  Club RegistraƟon Form.      

REASON:  

Some clubs already helpfully do this and it would further help to ensure all mulƟ-team clubs follow 
the same format to ensure that strong reserves are playing in the appropriate team(s) only. 

Proposal agreed 

* * * 
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SECTION 7  MATCHES 

NEW 7.4 Matches may not be conceded without the permission of the ExecuƟve CommiƩee 
  (via the Match Secretary) and could incur a points penalty. 

REASON: 

All matches should be aƩempted to be played and concessions should not be the easy opƟon, in 
parƟcular towards the end of the season when some matches may seem a “dead rubber” for the 
teams involved.  A 16-0 ‘walkover’ for a team could have a knock-on effect, potenƟally impacƟng on 
other teams and could affect promoƟons and relegaƟons.  There are also cost implicaƟons for the 
home team if the away team concede a match. 

Proposal Agreed 

  

 

  

The Chairman, Louise NesbiƩ has also proposed the following: 

 

ExisƟng RULE 3.2 (amended Rule 3.1) 

Proposed addiƟon: 

These posts shall be held for a maximum of five years. Another officer must hold this posiƟon before a 
member can be re-elected. 

 

Proposal rejected 

But it was noted that any league official can step down whenever they wish to do so. 

 


